INTRODUCTORY  NOTE. 


No  more  important  question  has  ever  been  considered  by  the  School  De¬ 
partment  than  that  concerning  the  power  to  recognize  Lincoln  University 
as  a  State  Normal  school  under  the  act  of  1851,  and  its  supplements,  and 
the  act  of  1814  ;  and  as  the  questions  involved,  interest  the  Legislature  and 
the  whole  educational  public,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  publish  in  one  body, 
in  full,  all  the  official  papers  growing  out  of  the  investigation.  Special  at¬ 
tention  is  invited  to  the  able  and  exhaustive  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  on  the  subject.  It  probably  settles  the  educational  policy  of  the  State 
under  the  new  Constitution. 

J.  P.  WICKER SIIAM, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 


LETTER  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS  TO 
THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

School  Department,  ) 
Harrisburg,  October  20,  1814.  J 

Hon.  Samuel  E.  Dimmick, 

Attorney  General: 

Dear  Sip.  : — I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  question  for  your  consid¬ 
eration,  and  respectfully  solicit  your  opinion  upon  it  at  your  earliest  conve¬ 
nience  :  Can  Lincoln  University  be  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school  under 
the  act  of  1851  and  its  supplements,  and  the  Act  of  1814  ? 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  briefly  as  follows  : 

1.  An  Act,  entitled  “An  Act  to  provide  for  the  training  of  teachers  for 
the  common  schools  of  the  State,”  became  a  law  on  the  20th  day  of  May, 
1851.  (P.  L.  581.)  This  law,  among  other  things,  provides  that  the  State 

shall  be  divided  into  twelve  Normal  School  districts ;  that  citizens  of  the 
State  may  erect  and  establish  in  each  district  a  Normal  school  for  the  pro? 
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fessional  training  of  young  men  and  women  as  teachers,  and  that  no  dis¬ 
trict  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  one  school.  It  defines  in  detail  the 
requisites  of  the  Normal  schools  established  under  the  act,  and  the  regula¬ 
tions  according  to  which  they  shall  be  conducted.  The  first  district  is 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Delaware,  Chester,  Bucks  and  Montgomery  ; 
and  a  Normal  school  was  duly  established  therein,  at  West  Chester,  in  the 
year  1871. 

2.  At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle,  held  on  the  5th 
day  Of  October,  1854,  it  was  determined  that  "  There  shall  be  established 
within  our  bounds,  and  under  our  supervision,  an  institution,  to  be  called 
the  Aslunun  Institute,  for  the  scientific,  classical  and  theological  education 
of  colored  youth  of  the  male  sex.”  This  determination  was  carried  into 
effect,  and  the  institution  was  established  at  or  near  a  place  called  Hinson- 
villcv,  in  the  county  of  Chester.  The  act  of  incorporation  was  approved 
by  the  Governor  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1854.  (P.  L.  531.)  A  supple¬ 

ment  to  this  act  changing  the  name  of  the  institution  to  Lincoln  University, 
enlarging  the  board  of  trustees  and  authorizing  the  conferring  of  degrees, 
was  approved  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  I860.  (P.  L.  452.)  A  further  sup¬ 

plement  to  the  same  act,  approved  on  the  18th  day  of  February,  1871, 
(P.  L.  106,)  repeals  all  that  refers  to  the  supervision  of  the  Presbytery  of 
New  Castle  in  the  affairs  of  the  University,  and  confers  the  powers  thus 
taken  away  upon  the  board  of  trustees,  who  were  authorized  to  fill  all 
vacancies  in  their  body  created  by  expiration  of  term  or  otherwise. 

The  following  statement  from  the  recently  published  catalogue  of  the 
University  will  show  its  general  condition  as  to  buildings  and  finances  : 

There  are  four  university  buildings.  University  Hall  contains  the  chapel,  in  the 
second  story,  70  feet  by  40  feet  inside,  and  four  recitation  rooms  in  the  first  story  for 
the  collegiate  and  theological  classes.  It  is  built  of  serpentine  stone,  trimmed  with 
Port  Deposit  granite,  and  finished  with  Carolina  pine.  This  hall  is  one  wing  of  the 
building  which,  when  finished,  will  supply  accommodations  for  the  whole  work  of 
instruction.  About  $50,000  are  urgently  needed  to  finish  the  building. 

Cresson  Hall  contains  accommodations  for  80  students,  for  three  boarding  clubs, 
and  the  chemical  laboratory.  It  is  built  of  brick,  is  100  feet  by  36,  and  is  three  stories 
high. 

Lincoln  Hall  is  60  feet  square,  and  four  stories  high.  It  contains  dormitories  for  95 
students,  the  society  halls,  the  library,  and  the  janitor’s  apartments. 

Ashmun  Hall  was  built  in  1857.  It  is  of  brick,  three  stories  high,  and  is  50  feet 
long,  by  40  wide.  It  contains  dormitories  for  32  students,  and  the  recitation  rooms 
for  the  preparatory  department.  This  building  is  very  much  out  of  repair.  About 
$3,000  are  needed  to  put  it  in  good  condition. 

Besides  the  public  buildings  there  are  four  substantial  and  convenient  residences 
for  the  professors.  The  whole  real  estate  of  the  University  is  worth  not  less  than 
$125,000.  The  buildings  are  erected  on  a  plot  of  ground  of  about  80  acres.  The  hill, 
on  which  t lie  University  is  situated,  is  capable  of  being  tastefully  laid  out.  But  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  buildings  the  expense  of  grading  must  be  first  incurred. 
The  students  would  gratuitously  set  the  trees  and  keep  the  grounds  in  order  if  this 
heavy  work  could  be  finished.  Any  person  in  sympathy  with  the  object  of  this  in¬ 
stitution,  and  appreciating  this  necessity,  would  confer  on  it  a  great  benefit  by  making 
a  special  contribution  for  this  purpose. 

Four  professorships  are  endowed  in  the  University,  of  $20,000  each :  The  Mary 
Warder  Dickey  Presidency,  the  Avery  Professorship  of  Lincoln  University,  the  John 
O.  Baldwin  Professorship  of  Theology,  and  the  William  E.  Dodge  Professorship  of 
Sacred  Rhetoric, 
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Subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  §18,500  have  been  obtained  to  found  a  Barnes  Pro¬ 
fessorship  on  condition  of  the  valid  subscription  of  $25,000  to  complete  the  design. 
There  are  eight  invested  Scholarships  for  the  support  of  students  : 


The  John  Dunlap  Scholarship .  $2,800  00 

The  William  M.  Lloyd  Scholarship .  2,500  00 

The  One  Blood  Scholarship .  2, 000  00 

The  Nelson  Scholarship .  2,500  00 

The  Clapp  Nos.  1  and  2  Scholarship . .  1,000  00 

The  Westfield  Scholarship .  300  00 

The  Scholarship  Fund . . . .  .  200  00 


The  entire  property  of  the  University  at  the  present  time  is  not  less  than  $220,000. 

The  University  is  growing  in  popular  favor.  The  applications  for  admission  show 
that  another  edifice  for  students  could  immediately  be  filled.  An  appeal  is  therefore 
made  to  the  friends  and  patrons  of  this  University  to  take  advantage  of  the  present 
opportunity,  to  diffuse  more  widely  the  Christian  education  and  influence  of  this  in¬ 
stitution. 

The  following  statement  of  wants  is  made  for  the  information  of  those  who  design 


to  aid  the  University  in  the  prosecution  of  its  work  : 

Salaries  of  professors  not  provided  for  by  endowment .  $3, 200  00 

To  complete  the  Barnes  Professorship . . .  0,  500  00 

To  build  a  professor’s  house .  5, 000  00 

To  make  necessary  repairs .  -1, 000  00 

To  grade  the  grounds .  250  00 

To  erect  a  building  for  dormitories .  20, 000  00 

To  complete  University  Hall .  50,  000  00 

To  develop  the  medical  department  in  Philadelphia .  0, 500  00 

To  develop  the  law  department  at  West  Chester . ■ .  1,000  00 

To  provide  accommodations  for  the  boarding  clubs . .  4, 000  00 


The  number  of  students  in  all  the  departments  at  Lincoln  University 
during  the  past  year  was  160,  of  whom  38  were  from  Pennsylvania  and 
the  rest  from  other  States  and  countries. 

Lincoln  University  has  made  the  preparation  of  teachers  one  of  its  ob¬ 
jects  ever  since  its  foundation.  A  normal  department  was  formally  organ¬ 
ized  in  1867.  On  this  ground  the  State  since  1867  has  made  appropriations 
as  follows  :  For  buildings,  &c.,  $12,500  ;  for  library  and  apparatus,  $6,467  , 
and  in  aid  of  students,  $6,274  92,  amounting  altogether  to  $25,241  92. 
The  continuation  of  these  appropriations  was  found  to  be  contrary  to  cer¬ 
tain  provisions  in  the  new  Constitution,  and  hence  the  effort  the  institution 
is  making  to  be  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school. 

3.  The  Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  passed  an  act,  “To  recognize  Lin¬ 
coln  University,  located  in  Chester  county,  as  an  additional  State  Normal 
school.”  For  the  sake  of  convenience  I  quote  the  act  entire  : 

AN  ACT 

To  recognize  Lincoln  University,  located  in  Chester  county,  as  an  additional  State 

Normal  school. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  in  addition  to  the  twelve  Normal  schools  al¬ 
ready  established  by  law,  Lincoln  University,  located  in  Chester  county,  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  additional  Normal  school. 

Section  2.  Whenever  in  the  judgment  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
and  of  a  committee  of  inspection  appointed  as  under  the  act  of  assembly,  approved 
May  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  a  school  applying  to  be  recognized 
as  a  Normal  school  under  this  act  shall  come  sufficiently  up  to  the  requirements  of 
the  act  of  May  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  and  its  supplements,  in 
the  possession  of  buildings,  library,  apparatus  and  professors,  as  to  provide  for  the 
full  and  thorough  training  of  teachers  necessary  for  the  schools,  they  shall  certify  the 
same  to  the  department  of  common  schools,  then  such  school  shall,  upon  the  usual 
notice,  be  recognized  as  a  Normal  school,  subject  to  the  regulations,  and  entitled  to 
the  benefits  and  privileges  of  other  Normal  schools  established  by  law. 

Approved — The  11th  day  of  May,  1874. 
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4.  Under  the  act  recognizing’  Lincoln  University  as  an  additional 'Normal 
school,  the  trustees  of  that  institution  made  application  to  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Common  Schools  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  inspection 
in  the  following  communication  ; 


Lincoln  University,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  > 

June  17,  1874.  $ 

Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schools: 

Sir: — The  subscribers,  trustees  of  Lincoln  University,  in  the  township  of  Lower 
Oxford,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  respectfully  represent  that  we,  as  trustees,  as  afore¬ 
said,  in  association  with  a  number  of  citizens  of  this  State  exceeding  thirteen,  have 
erected  and  established  a  school  for  the  professional  training  of  young  men  and 
women  as  teachers;  and  desire  to  have  the  same  inspected  by  a  committee  appointed 
under  the  “Act  of  Assembly,”  approved  May  20,  1857,  with  the  design  of  having  the 
institution  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school,  under  the  name  and  title  of  Lincoln 
University  and  State  Normal  School. 


NAMES  OF  TRUSTEES. 


JOHN  M.  DICKEY, 

B.  13.  HOTCKIN, 

THOS.  M’CAULEY, 
CALVIN  M.  STEWART, 
N.  G.  PARKE, 

SAMUEL  DICKEY, 


ANDREW  B.  CROSS, 
ALEX.  WHILLDIN, 

I.  S.  HELFENSTEIN, 
.T.  W.  DANA, 

J.  N.  KENDALL. 


5.  The  committee  asked  for  was  duly  appointed,  attended  to  the  duty 
imposed  upon  them,  and  in  due  time  forwarded  to  the  School  Department 
the  following  report : 


REPORT : 


Lincoln  University,  Sept.  25,  1874. 


Whereas,  Lincoln  University  has  made  formal  application  to  the  Department  of 
Common  Schools  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  examine  its  claims  to  be  re¬ 
cognized  as  an  additional  Normal  school,  according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  due  training  of  teachers  for  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  approved 
the  20th  day  of  May,  1857,  and  an  act  approved  the  lltli  day  of  May,  1874 : 

And  whereas,  The  undersigned  being  duly  appointed  and  authorized  under  said 
acts,  have  personally  and  at  the  same  time,  on  the  25th  day  of  September,  1874,  visited 
and  carefully  inspected  said  school,  and  made  a  careful  examination  thereof,  we 
therefore  make  report:  That  Lincoln  University  comes  “sufficiently  up  to  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  act  of  May  20,  1857,  and  its  supplements,  in  the  possession  of  build¬ 
ings,  library,  apparatus  and  professors  as  to  provide  for  the  full  and  thorough  training 
of  teachers  necessary  for  the  schools and  we  hereby  certify  the  same  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Common  Schools. 


.T.  M.  BROOMALL,  ^ 
HENRY  CARTER,  { 
R.  T.  CORNWELL,  ! 
WM.  HOWARD  DAY,  J 


Committee. 


Wo  concur  in  the  above  report. 

A.  A.  MEADER,  Superintendent  of  Chester  City. 
II.  F.  PIERCE,  Superintendent  of  Chester  County. 
,JOS.  K.  GOTWALS,  Superintend’t  of  Norristown. 
JAMES  W.  BAKER,  Sup’t  of  Delaware  County. 
HUGH  B.  EASTBURN,  Sup’t  of  Bucks  County. 


It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  committee  of  inspection  carefully  avoid  in 
their  report  above  given,  expressing  an  opinion  as  to  the  ability  of  Lincoln 
University  to  comply  in  all  respects  with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  law 
for  the  ordering  and  governing  of  State  Normal  -schools.  They  limit  them¬ 
selves  to  an  affirmative  judgment  so  far  as  "buildings,  library,  apparatus 
and  professors”  are  concerned  ;  but  do  not  pronounce  as  has  always  been 


customary  with  such  committees  that  the  institution  is  “entitled  to  recog¬ 
nition  as  a  State  Normal  school.”  They  were  well  aware  of  the  difficulties 
in  the  way,  but  finally  concluded  that  under  the  act  these  should  be  dealt 
with  by  the  School  Department  and  the  proper  Law  Officers  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth.  The  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  will  sign  the  report 
or  refuse  to  sign  it  when  his  legal  responsibilities  in  the  matter  shall  have 
been  ascertained. 

6.  The  act  of  1874  makes  the  authority  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools  co-ordinate  with  that  of  the  committee  of  inspection,  and  in  case 
his  judgment  coincides  with  theirs  in  approving  the  sufficiency  of  the  in¬ 
stitution  for  recognition  as  a  State  Normal  school,  he  is  required  to  publish 
the  usual  official  notice  recognizing  it  “as  a  Normal  school,  subject  to  the 
regulations,  and  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  other  Normal 
schools  established  by  law.”  For  the  reasons  herein  given  this  duty  has 
not  yet  been  performed. 

From  this  statement  of  facts  the  approach  is  easy  to  the  question  sub¬ 
mitted  for  your  opinion,  viz.  :  Can  I,  as  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
under  the  acts  of  1857  and  1874,  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  and. 
recognize  Lincoln  University  as  a  State  Normal  school,  knowing  that  in  sev¬ 
eral  important  respects  the  powers  granted  by  its  charter  are  incompatible 
with  those  held  by  the  Normal  schools,  and  that  its  authorities  are  both  unable 
and  unwilling  to  make  it  conform  to  “the  regulations”  according  to  which 
these  schools  are  managed  ? 

In  seeking  an  answer  to  this  question  two  things  must  be  admitted : 

1.  If  Lincoln  University  would  consent  to  give  up  all  chartered  rights 
and  privileges  not  possessed  under  the  law  by  the  State  Normal  schools, 
and  to  have  its  acts  of  incorporation  so  amended  ;  and  would  make  its  man¬ 
agement  conform  to  “the  regulations”  of  the  Normal  schools,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  it  would  thereupon  be  entitled  to  the  recognition  it  seeks 
under  the  act  of  1874,  as  a  State  Normal  school.  But  this  the  authorities 
of  the  University  are  unwilling  to  do  at  any  time,  and  of  course  are  unable 
to  do  until  the  necessary  legislation  can  be  procured.  What  they  want  is 
to  retain  all  their  University  powers  and  privileges,  and  add  to  them  those 
of  the  Normal  schools.  The  query  is,  will  the  two  coalesce  under  the  law  ? 

2.  If  the  Legislature  meant  by  the  act  of  1874  to  constitute  Lincoln 
University  under  its  present  charter  and  without  change  in  its  manage¬ 
ment  a  State  Normal  school  absolute^,  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
inspection  and  all  other  acts  and  forms  concerning  the  matter  are  a  super¬ 
fluity.  Under  such  an  interpretation  of  the  law  Lincoln  University  was  a 
State  Normal  school  from  the  date  of  the  approval  of  the  act.  But  can 
such  an  interpretation  be  the  correct  one  ?  Does  not  the  first  section,  even 
taken  by  itself,  simply  mean  that  Lincoln  University  may  change  to  a  Nor 


mal  school  ?  for  it  cannot  be  a  Normal  school  without  a  change*.  And 
must  not  the  two  sections  he  construed  together  ?  Does  not  the  expression 
"of  a  school  applying  to  he  recognized  as  a  Normal  school  under  this  act,” 
prove  the  connection  heyond  a  possibility  of  doubt  ?  The  authorities  of 
Lincoln  University  have  not. claimed  that  the  institution  is  a  State  Normal 
school  by  direct  enactment  of  the  Legislature.  Their  action  in  asking  for 
a  committee  of  inspection  shows  that  they  understood  the  matter  differ¬ 
ently  ;  but  the  question  concerning  the  proper  interpretation  of  the  act  in 
this  respect  may  hereafter  become  a  material  one.  You  will  know  what 
weight,  if  any,  is  to  be  attached  to  it. 

In  order  to  show  the  incompatibility  between  the  chartered  powers  and 
privileges  of  Lincoln  University  and  those  possessed  under  the  statute  by 
the  State  Normal  schools,  and  the  want  of  conformity  in  "the  regulations” 
that  control  their  management  respectively,  I  present  for  your  convenient 
reference  the  following  contrasts  : 

1.  Lincoln  University,  by  its  act  of  incorporation,  is  "an  institution  of 
learning  for  the  scientific  and  theological  education  of  colored  youth  of 
the  male  sex.”  Our  Normal  schools,  like  the  common  schools,  are  open  to 
both  sexes  and  all  colors. 

2.  The  board  of  trustees  of  Lincoln  University  consists  of  twenty-one 
members,  seven  of  whom  at  present  reside  in  other  States.  It  is  a  self- 
perpetuating  body,  all  vacancies  including  those  occurring  by  expiration 
of  term  being  filled  by  the  remaining  members.  The  boards  of  trustees  of 
the  Normal  schools  do  not  consist  of  more  than  eighteen  members,  citizens 
of  the  State,  a  part  elected  annually  by  the  stockholders  or  contributors 
and  the  rest  appointed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 

3.  Lincoln  is  a  university  with  academic,  law,  medical  and  theological 
departments,  and  power  to  confer  "all  such  literary  degrees  and  academic 
honors  and  titles  as  are  usually  conferred  by  university  corporations.”  A 
State  Normal  school  is  an  institution  established  under  the  act  of  1851, 
"for  the  professional  training  of  young  men  and  women  as  teachers  for  the 
common  schools  of  the  State.”  It  lias  its  own  peculiar  degrees  and  di¬ 
plomas  and  can  confer  no  other.  Can  the  State  under  the  cover  of  its  Nor¬ 
mal  school  policy  undertake  the  work  of  educating  lawyers,  doctors  and 
clergymen  ? 

1.  The  catalogue  of  Lincoln  University  for  1818-4,  under  the  head  of 
"Ecclesiastical  Relation”  has  the  following  paragraph:  "By  its  charter 
the  theological  department  of  Lincoln  University  is  placed  under  the  care 
of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  accordance  with 
the  general  plan  adopted  for  the  supervision  of  theological  seminaries. 
At  its  meeting  in  Chicago,  May,  1811,  the  general  assembly  accepted  the 
oversight  of  the  theological  department  of  Lincoln  University  as  provided 
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in  the  charter,  and  approved  the  appointments  and  proceedings  of  the  board 
of  trustees  as  reported  at  that  time.  By  the  laws  of  Lincoln  University 
any  action  of  the  board  of  trustees  affecting  the  theological  department  is 
reported  to  the  general  assembly,  and  the  faculty  of  theology  is  directed 
annually  to  prepare  and  send  to  the  general  assembly  a  report  of  their 
work  in  instruction,  and  of  all  matters  of  interest  respecting  the  theologi¬ 
cal  department.”  For  the  Normal  schools  it  is  provided  that  “no  religious, 
test  or  qualification  shall  be  required  to  entitle  any  one  to  become  a  con¬ 
tributor,  stockholder,  trustee,  professor  or  student  in  any  of  said  schools.” 
Is  it  possible  to  reconcile  these  wide  differences  in  a  State  institution  ?  Can 
church  and  State  be  thus  connected  under  our  Constitution  and  laws  ? 

5.  The  course  of  study  at  Lincoln  University  embraces  full  university 
studies  for  all  the  departments,  and  is  fixed  by  the  trustees  and  faculty. 
The  course  of  study  at  the  Normal  schools  is  agreed  upon  by  a  board  of 
principals,  comprehends  only  such  branches  as  are  necessary  in  the  work 
of  preparing  teachers,  and  is  the  same  for  all  the  schools. 

Conformity  with  “the  regulations”  of  the  Normal  schools  would  require 
other  minor  changes  in  the  management  of  Lincoln  Lniversity,  but  it  is  un¬ 
necessary  to  name  them  here.  The  differences  already  pointed  out  concern 
the  vital  parts  of  the  two  organizations,  and  they,  or  nothing,  will  settle 
the  question  now  submitted,  whether  Lincoln  University ,  under  its  present 
charter  and  with  its  present  relations,  can  be  recognized  as  a,  State  Normal 
school,  in  the  language  of  the  act  of  1874- ,  “subject  to  the  regulations,  and  en¬ 
titled  to  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  other  Normal  schools  established  by  law  ?” 
If  the  institution  will  cease  to  be  a  University  and  become  a  Normal  school 
proper,  all  question  as  to  its  right  to  recognition  will  be  at  an  end. 

If  Lincoln  University  as  it  is  can  be  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school, 
I  desire  to  inquire  further  :  whether  any  part  of  the  State  appropriation  to 
Normal  schools  can  be  given  to  it,  under  the  act  making  appropriations  to 
Normal  schools,  passed  subsequent  to  the  act  in  relation  to  the  recognition 
of  Lincoln  University  ?  This  act,  as  you  are  aware,  provides  (P.  L.  155,) 
“that  the  board  of  trustees  of  each  school  accepting  its  allotment  of  the 
appropriation  now, made,  shall  hereafter  be  composed  of  a  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  not  exceeding  eighteen,  to  be  elected  by  the  stockhdlders,  as  now 
provided  by  law,  and  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved 
the  15th  day  of  February,  1872,  in  the  proportion  as  nearly  as  may  be 
practicable  to  the  amounts  of  money  each  school  has  received  from  private 
sources  and  from  the  State,  respectively.”  Lincoln  University  cannot  com¬ 
ply  with  this  provision  without  first  securing  an  amendment  permitting  the 
change  in  its  act  of  incorporation.  It  cannot  even  attach  Normal  school 
to  its  corporate  name,  Lincoln  University,  making'  it  “Lincoln  University 
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and  State  Normal  school,”  as  the  trustees  propose  to  do  in  their  applica¬ 
tion  for  recognition,  without  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  change 
And  it  is  also  to  the  same  purpose  to  inquire  if  Lincoln  University  as 
Lincoln  University  could  not  obtain  an  appropriation  from  the  State  under 
section  18,  of  the  new  Constitution — whether  “  Lincoln  University  and 
State  Normal  School,”  without  any  change  except  in  name,  can  do  so  as  a 
Normal  school?  And  if  this  result  is  constitutionally  obtainable  by  Lin¬ 
coln  University,  can  the  same  thing  be  done  by  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Lafayette  College,  and  the  other  higher  institutions  of  learning  in 
the  State  ?  The  answer  to  this  question,  I  need  not  say,  is  fraught  with  the 
most  important  consequences  both  to  our  colleges  and  our  Normal  schools. 

Confident  that  all  1  have  submitted  will  receive  the  most  careful  consid¬ 
eration  at  your  hands,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 
Superintendent  Common  Schools. 


LETTER  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

Of  Lincoln  University  to  the  Hun.  S.  E.  Dimmick,  Attorney  General,  in  an¬ 
swer  to  the  letter  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  upon  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  recognition  of  Lincoln  University  as  a  State  Normal  school. 

To  understand  the  act  of  1874,  entitled  “An  Act  to  recognize  Lincoln 
University,  located  in  Chester  county,  as  an  additional  State  Normal  school,” 
it  is  important  to  give  a  history  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  the  previous 
relations  of  the  University  to  the  State. 

The  bill,  as  originally  presented,  implied  the  establishment  of  two  Nor¬ 
mal  schools  in  the  State,  without  respect  of  district,  for  the  education  of 
teachers  of  the  colored  schools. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  was  altered  so  as  to  recognize  Lincoln  Uni¬ 
versity— an  institution  known  as  having  for  its  object  the  work  of  training 
colored  teachers — as  a  Normal  school. 

The  second  section,  which  implied  a  modification  of  the  Normal  school 
law  of  1857,  as  far  as  it  applied  to  the  recognition  of  Normal  schools,  in 
the  recognition  of  Normal  schools  for  colored  teachers,  was  altered  by 
striking  out  the  word  colored.  These  alterations  seem  to  make  the  second 
section  a  superfluity  as  far  as  the  recognition  of  Lincoln  University  is  con¬ 
cerned.  But,  as  going  through  the  form  of  requesting  the  usual  committee 
of  inspection  under  the  second  section  of  the  bill  would  show  that  Lincoln 
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University  possessed  the  requisites  therein  stated  for  the  thorough  training" 
of  colored  teachers,  and  would  not  affect  its  status  under  the  first  section, 
the  trustees  thought  it  better  to  request  the  appointment  of  such  a  commit¬ 
tee,  the  report  of  which  is  submitted  by  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools. 

If  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  concurs  with  the  committee,, 
that  Lincoln  University  comes  sufficiently  up  to  the  requirements  of  the 
act  of  May  20,  1857,  and  its  supplements  in  the  possession  of  buildings, 
&c.,  then  it  becomes  his  duty  to  publish  the  usual  notice  of  recognition. 
This  he  declines  to  do,  and  submits  his  reasons,  which  we  propose  to  an¬ 
swer  as  presented  : 

1.  His  first  argument  is,  that  Lincoln  University  is,  by  its  act  of  incor¬ 
poration,  an  institution  of  learning  for  the  scientific  and  theological  training 
of  colored  youth  of  the  male  sex,  whereas  the  Normal  schools  are  open  to 
both  sexes  and  all  colors.  Now,  the  original  intention  of  Lincoln  Univei'- 
sity  has  been  enlarged  by  action  of  the  board  of  trustees  so  as  to  admit 
both  sexes,  and  it  does  admit  all  colors,  whereas  only  two  of  the  already 
existing  Normal  schools  have  admitted  colored  students. 

2.  While  the  charter  of  Lincoln  University  provides  for  a  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  twenty-one  members,  to  be  elected  as  vacancies  occur,  by  the  re¬ 
maining  members,  these  trustees  are  the  original  stockholders  and  con¬ 
tributors,  and  in  number  are  larger  than  the  number  that  elect  annually  the 
trustees  in  some  of  the  Normal  schools  already  existing,  as  we  have  heard. 
The  board,  as  now  constituted  from  deaths  and  resignations,  consists  only 
of  eighteen  members,  and  the  trustees  propose  to  elect  such  others  as  the 
school  department  may  appoint  in  place  of  some  who  will  resign  ;  or,  if 
necessary,  take  steps  to  have  the  Lmiversity  to  conform  to  the  mode  of 
electing  members  of  the  other  Normal  schools. 

3.  The  State  Normal  schools,  already  recognized,  are  training  a  large 
number  of  young  men  for  the  learned  professions  who  never  expect  to  and 
never  will  teach,  and  are  giving  instruction  in  the  ancient  and  modern  lan¬ 
guages— reporting,  that  they  have  “scientific,”  “academical,”  as  well  as 
Normal  school  departments  ;  and  why  should  not  Lincoln  University  have 
its.law,  medical  and  theological  department,  provided  it  thoroughly  trains 
its  teachers  in  the  Normal  school  department? 

The  Normal  school  law,  as  we  understand  it,  does  not  forbid  higher 
training  than  that  necessary  for  common  school  teaching,  provided  they 
do  that  thoroughly. 

4.  By  the  charter  of  Lincoln  University,  as  now  amended,  no  religious 
test  is  required  to  entitle  any  one  to  become  a  contributor,  stockholder, 
trustee,  professor  or  student.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  have  a  veto  power  in  the  election  of  the  professor  of  theology  only. 
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The  trustees,  who  are  the  stockholders,  are,  or  have  been,  of  different  re¬ 
ligious  sects,  and  some  of  no  religious  profession.  The  students  arc  native 
Indians,  Africans,  and  of  almost  all  religious  sects. 

5.  The  course  of  study  in  the  Normal  school  department,  we  propose, 
shall  comprehend  such  branches  as  are  necessary  in  the  work  of  preparing 
teachers,  and  the  same  as  in  all  the  other  Normal  schools.  This,  we  un¬ 
derstand,  is  required  after  recognition,  and  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  “subject  to  the  regulations”  of  the  other  Normal  schools. 

\\7e  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  recognition  of  the  existing  Normal 
schools,  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  their  recognition  by  the  State  de¬ 
partment,  they  had  not  come  as  near  to  conforming  with  the  law  of  1857, 
and  its  supplements,  as  Lincoln  University  when  recognized.  If  they  had, 
we  do  not  see  the  point  of  the  law  of  1874,  requiring  that  in  future  recog¬ 
nitions.  the  Normal  schools  should  come  “fully  up”  to  the  requirements  of 
the  law. 

The  reason  for  our  recognition  as  it  Avas  done,  was  this,  while  the  insti¬ 
tutions  for  education  in  the  State  are  open  to  all  her  children  legally,  the 
unfortunate  of  all  classes  cannot  from  natural  difficulties  and  prejudices, 
the  growth  of  ages,  avail  themselves  of  these  advantages.  Colored  youths 
are  not  acceptable,  not  considered  on  an  equality,  and  have  not  the  funds 
to  aA'ail  themselves  of  the  advantages  so  provided,  so  that  there  are  Arnry 
few  in  any  of  our  colleges,  and  they  arc  actually  only  admitted,  as  yet,  to 
two  of  the  existing  Normal  schools,  and  do  not  Avant  to  place  themselves 
in  the  position  they  Avill  have  to  occupy  in  those  institutions,  even  to  ac¬ 
quire  ah  education,  and  have  not  the  means. 

The  State,  recognizing  these  facts  and  also  knowing  that  Lincoln  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  not  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  or  Lafayette  College,  or 
any  other  of  the  institutions  of  learning  in  the  State,  were  doing  this  work, 
in  the  year  1867,  and  every  year  since  that  time  has  recognized  Lincoln 
University  just  as  it  has  recognized  the  other  State  Normal  schools,  in 
making  provision  for  assisting  students  by  the  payment  of  fifty  cents  a 
Aveek  to  all  students  preparing  to  be  teachers,  and  by  a  direct  appropria¬ 
tion  of  money  for  building  and  other  purposes,  and  as  it  has  not  done  to 
the  other  schools  and  colleges  of  the  Sffite,  except  and  alone  to  the  Normal 
schools.  This  A'irtual  recognition  continued  for  six  successive  years,  Avhile 
the  University  has  been  growing  in  ability  to  do  this  Avork  of  training 
teachers,  is  only  now  continued  by  a  full  recognition  in  the  seventh  suc- 
cessive  year  of  acknowledgement.  It  has  all  this  time  been  known  to  the 
Legislatures,  who  have  passed  these  several  acts,  that  in  connection  Avith 
the  Normal  school  work,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case,  Lincoln  University  Avas  doing  also  a  higher  class  of  Avork  in  the  train¬ 
ing  of  youth  of  color  for  all  the  professions,  and  as  these  co-ordinate  works 
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did  not  clash  or  interfere  with  each  other.  The  school  department,  with 
the  report  of  Lincoln  University  sent  to  it  every  year,  published  that  report, 
and  neither  it  or  the  State  seemed  to  consider,  nor  does  the  Normal  school 
law,  as  we  read  it,  consider  that  if  the  work  of  Normal  school  training  is 
fully  done,  a  higher  class  of  training  may  not  also  be  pursued,  so  with  the 
work  all  ol  the  departments  going  on,  Lincoln  University  was  successively 
recommended  and  received  the  recognition  of  the  school  department  and 
of  the  Legislature.  The  State  then,  with  power  to  alter  her  Normal  school 
law,  has  with  this  knowledge  before  her,  recognized  Lincoln  University  as 
a  State  Normal  school. 

The  question  then  presented  by  the  Superintendent  is,  “Can  Lincoln  Uni¬ 
versity  be  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school  under  the  act  ' of  1851,  and 
its  supplements,  and  the  act  of  1814  ? 

We  submit  that  the  act  of  1857,  and  its  supplements,  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  act  of  recognition .  The  University  is  recognized  by  the  first  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  act.  That  the  Legislature  has  power  to  do  so  cannot  be  ques¬ 
tioned.  Whether  it  was  proper  to  do  so  was  entirely  a  question  for  them. 
Whether,  because,  it  may  be  confined  in  its  operations  to  one  sect  and 
color ;  because  it  may  have  academic,  legal,  medical  and  theological  de¬ 
partments  ;  because  it  may  require  a  religious  qualification ;  because  its 
course  of  study  is  fixed  by  the  trustees  and  faculty,  therefore,  it  should  not 
be  recognized  as  a  Normal  school,  would  properly  be  objections  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature.  They  are  presumed  to  have  passed  upon 
all  these  objections  and  considered  it  proper  to  recognize  it. 

The  second  section  may  be  regarded  as  superfluous,  and  if  it  cannot  be 
made  to  harmonize  with  the  first,  may  be  discarded.  It  certainly  cannot 
be  made  to  control  it.  If  the  two  can  be  made  to  harmonize,  it  is  our  duty 
to  reconcile  them.  This  can  be  done  by  adding  the  words,  “subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  second  section,”  or  words  of  similar  import. 

The  act  will  then  provide  that  Lincoln  University  shall  be  recognized  as 
an  additional  Normal  school,  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  and  the  committee,  said  University  shall  come  sufficiently  up  to  the 
requirements  of  the  act  of  May  20,  1857,  and  its  supplements,  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  buildings,  library,  apparatus  and  professors,  as  to  provide  for 
the  full  and  thorough  training  of  teachers  necessary  for  the  schools.  An¬ 
swering  the  requirements  of  the  law  in  these  particulars,  the  University  is 
entitled  to  be  recognized. 

After  recognition  by  the  department,  it  might  possibly  be  claimed  that 
it  must  be  conducted  subject  to  the  regulations  of  other  Normal  schools  es¬ 
tablished  by  law.  This  act  cannot  be  construed  so  as  to  require  all  these 
regulations  complied  with  before  recognition. 
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It  is  an  act  to  recognize  Lincoln  University,  &c.  ;  it  is  not  a  supplement 
to  the  act  of  1857.  The  University  must  only  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  act  of  1857,  and  its  supplements,  to  entitle  it  to  recognition 
so  far  as  buildings,  library,  apparatus  and  professors  is  concerned.  Having 
done  this,  but  one  duty  remains  for  the  committee  and  the  Superintendent, 
to  wit :  to  recognize  it. 

The  examination  of  and  report  by  the  committee  show  that  in  these  res¬ 
pects  the  University  comes  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  Su¬ 
perintendent  does  not  doubt  it.  Ilis  duty,  then,  is  to  give  the  usual  notice 
and  recognize  it  as  an  additional  Normal  school. 

If  Lincoln  University  is  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school,  then  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  inquires  farther  whether  any  part 
of  the  State  appropriation  to  Normal  schools  can  be  given  to  it  under  the 
act  making  appropriations  to  Normal  schools  passed  subsequent  to  the  act 
in  relation  to  the  recognition  of  Lincoln  University?  This  act  provides, 
“that  the  board  of  trustees  of  each  school  accepting  its  allotment  of  the  ap¬ 
propriation  now  made,  shall  hereafter  be  composed  of  a  number  of  members 
not  exceeding  eighteen,  to  be  elected  by  the  stockholders  as  now  provided 
by  law,  and  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  the  15th  day 
of  February,  1872,  in  the  proportion  as  nearly  as  may  be  practicable  to  the 
amount  of  money  each  school  has  received  from  private  sources  and  from 
the  State  respectively.” 

The  evident  intention  of  this  law  is  to  secure  to  the  State  a  representa¬ 
tion  in  the  board  of  trustees  of  each  Normal  school  in  the  State,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  amount  of  money  contributed  by  the  State  and  by  private  indi 
viduals,  including  the  apportionment  under  the  act ;  hence  the  use  of  the 
words  “accepting  its  allottment  of  the  apportionment  now  made  shall  here¬ 
after  be  composed  of  a  number  of  members.”  The  evident  meaning  of  this 
language  is,  that  at  the  next  annual  election  succeeding  the  acceptance  of 
its  allotment,  each  school  so  accepting  shall  elect  its  trustees  according  to 
this  proportion.  Lincoln  University  having  now  but  eighteen  trustees,  a 
sufficient  number  of  our  board  will  resign  and  the  remaining  members  of 
the  board  who  are  our  stockholders  will  elect  the  requisite  number  upon 
the  appointment  of  the  School  Department,  or  we  will  at  once  apply  to  the 
court  for  such  a  change  in  our  charter  as  you  may  deem  requisite  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  larv  in  this  respect,  the  court  having  entire  jui'is- 
diction  in  the  case. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  the  board  of  trustees  of  Lincoln  University. 

SAMUEL  DICKEY, 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  the  Board. 
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ANSWER  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Attorney  General’s  Office,  ) 

Harrisburg,  Nov.  11,  1874.  j 

IIon.  J.  P.  Wickersiiam, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  : 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  carefully  considered  the  question  submitted  in  your 
letter  of  October  20th,  “whether  Lincoln  University  under  its  present  char¬ 
ter  and  with  its  present  relations,  can  be  recognized  as  a  State  Normal 
school  in  the  language  of  the  act  of  1874,  ‘subject  to  the  regulation  and 
entitled  to  the  benefits  and  privileges  of  other  Normal  schools  established 
by  law  V  ” 

You  say  “the  answer  to  this  question  is  fraught  with  the  most  important 
consequences  both  to  our  colleges  and  our  Normal  schools.”  In  view  of 
which  as  well  as  at  the  request  of  the  trustees  of  the  Lincoln  University 
they  were  heard  by  me  in  support  of  their  application  for  recognition,  and 
also  submitted  a  letter  of  which  you  have  a  copy  in  relation  thereto.  Lin¬ 
coln  University,  in  its  application,  desires  to  be  “  recognized  as  a  State  Nor¬ 
mal  school  under  the  name  and  title  of  the  Lincoln  University  and  State 
Normal  School .”  This  recognition,  I  assume,  is  only  sought  that  it  may 
be  entitled  to  “the  benefits  and  privileges  of  other  Normal  schools  estab¬ 
lished  by  law” — in  other  words,  that  it  may  receive  a  part  or  distributive 
share  of  the  moneys  annually  appropriated  by  law  for  the  support  of  the 
Normal  schools  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  real  question  is,  its  legal 
right,  if  recognized,  to  claim  and  receive  a  portion  of  such  moneys. 

The  consideration  of  these  questions  renders  it  necessary  to  briefty  refer 
to  the  Normal  school  system,  and  the  Lincoln  University  as  established  by 
law — to  the  act  under  which  this  recognition  is  sought — and  the  Constitu- 
tion  of  this  Commonwealth. 


NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

'State  Normal  schools  were  established  pursuant  to  an  act  approved  May 
20,  1857,  (page  581.)  The  title  reads,  “An  Act  to  provide  for  the  due 
training  of  teachers  for  the  common  schools  of  the  Stale.” 

It  divided  the  State  into  twelve  Normal  school  districts,,  and  provided 
that  no  district  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  one  school.  The  district  in 
which  Lincoln  University  is  situated,  was  designated  the  First  district,  and 
a  Normal  school  established  therein  at  West  Chester  in  1871.  and  is  now 
in  operation.  It  provides,  in  detail,  for  the  establishment  and  regulation 
of  these  schools,  whereby  a  uniform  and  efficient  system  is  provided  “for 
the  professional  training  of  young  men  and  women  as  teachers  for  the  com- 
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mon  schools  of  the  State.”  That  "  suitable  buildings”  shall  be  erected  and 
enumerates  their  character  and  capacity  with  "not  less  than  ten  acres  in 
one  tract  ;”  the  minimum  number  of  professors  and  their  respective  depart¬ 
ments  ;  the  qualification  of  the  principal;  the  qualification  and  duties  of 
students  ;  examination  of  graduates  and  certificates  to  teachers  ;  annual 
election  of  trustees  by  stockholders;  tuition  fees,  &c.,  &c.,  and  that  "no 
religious  test  or  qualification  shall  be  required  to  entitle  any  one  to  become 
a  contributor,  stockholder,  trustee,  professor,  student,  in  any  of  said 
schools  ;  and  makes  no  discrimination  as  to  color  or  sex. 

A  supplement  thereto,  approved  February  15,  1872,  provides  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  two  trustees  on  the  part  of  the 
State  for  each  school — and  the  act  approved  May  14,  1874,  entitled  "  An  Act 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  State  Normal  schools  and  providing  for 
the  appropriation  of  sixty  thousand  dollars  thereto,  for  the  school  year 
beginning  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  A.  D.  1874,”  directs,  "  That  for  the 
several  State  Normal  schools,  organized  and  accepted  as  such  under  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  specifically  appropriated  for  the  school  year,  which  will 
begin  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  A.  I).  1874,  to  be  distributed  by  the 
Governor,  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  and  the  Attorney  Gene¬ 
ral,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  determine,  looking  to  the 
interest  of  the  State  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  the  schools,  except  that  the 
board  of  trustees  of  each  school  accepting  its  allotment  of  the  appropria¬ 
tion  now  made,  shall  hereafter  be  composed  of  a  number  of  members  not 
exceeding  eighteen,  to  be  elected  by  the  stockholders  as  now  provided  by 
law,  and  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  the  15th  of 
February,  1872,  in  the  proportion  as  nearly  as  may  be  practicable  to  the 
amounts  of  money  each  school  has  received  from  private  sources  and  from 
the  State,  respectively  ;  and  that  no  institution  shall  hereafter  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  State  Normal  school  with  an  indebtedness  of  over  $25,000,  nor 
without  being  fully  provided  with  buildings,  furniture  and  apparatus,  as 
the  law  requires.  All  proceedings  of  the  above  named  officers  under  this 
act  to  be  reported  to  the  Legislature  in  detail  in  the  next  annual  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools.” 

LINCOLN  UNIVERSITY 

Was  originally  incorporated  under  the  name  of  "  The  Ashmun  Institute,” 
pursuant  to  an  act  approved  April  29,  1854,  (page  532.)  It  was  in¬ 
corporated  “for  the  scientific,  classical  and  theological  education  of  colored 
youth  of  the  male  sex,”  with  nine  trustees  to  be  arranged  in  three  classes, 
and  serve  one,  two  and  three  years,  "and  ever  afterwards  they  shall  be 
filled  by  persons  elected  by  the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle,  who  shall 


choose  three  trustees  annually  to  serve  for  three  years,  as  well  as  fill  alt 
vacancies,”  and  confers  other  supervisory  power  upon  said  Presbytery. 
The  trustees  are  empowered  to  confer  literary  degrees  usually  granted 
colleges,  and  that  “  the  institution  shall  be  open  to  the  admission  of  colored 
pupils  of  the  male  sex  of  all  religious  denominations  who  comply  with  the 
general  regulations  prescribed  for  the  government  of  the  institution.  By 
a  supplement  to  said  act,  approved  April  4,  A.  D.  1866,  (page  452,)  its 
name  was  changed  to  “  Lincoln  University.”  It  increased  the  number  of 
trustees  to  twenty-one,  to  be  elected  by  said  Presbytery  and  conferred  upon 
its  trustees  “full  power  to  confer  all  such  literary  degrees  and  academic 
honors  and  titles  as  are  usually  conferred  by  University  corporations.” 

By  a  further  supplement,  approved  February  18th,  A.  D.  1811,  (page 
106,)  the  supervision  of  the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle  in  the  affairs  ol  the 
University  is  transferred  to  the  board  of  trustees,  whose  term  of  office 
thereafter  elected  is  extended  seven  years,  three  to  be  elected  annually  by  the 
board,  and  the  trustees  then  in  office  to  continue  till  their  successors  are 
elected.  And  further  provides  :  “And  that  hereafter  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  shall  hold  a  veto  power 
in  the  election  of  professors  in  the  theological  department  in  the  said  Lin¬ 
coln  University.” 

By  the  acts  and  supplements  referred  to,  the  Lincoln  University  enjoys 
its  corporate  existence  as  a  university. 

In  its  catalogue  of  1813-4  is  set  forth  its  general  condition.  It  has 
twenty-one  trustees,  seven  of  whom  reside  without  the  State.  It  has  five 
departments  :  Collegiate,  Normal,  preparatory  and  business,  theological,, 
law  and  medical,  with  faculty  and  instructors  therefor,  and  students  in 
each.  Its  students  in  all  departments  numbered  160,  of  whom  thirty-eight 
were  from  Pennsylvania  and  122  from  other  States  and  foreign  countries.. 
Its  “Normal,  preparatory  and  business  departments”  contained  sixty-eight 
students,  of  whom  twenty  were  from  Pennsylvania. 

It  has  four  professorships,  each  endowed  with  $20,000,  with  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  the  amount  of  $18,500  to  found  a  Barnes  professorship  of  $25,000. 
It  has  eight  invested  scholarships,  aggregating  $14,500,  and  states  that 
“  the  entire  property  of  the  University  at  the  present  time  is  not  less  than 
$220,000.”  Its  “yearly  statement,”  appended  thereto,  closes  with  the  ap¬ 
peal  : 

“  This  University  is  consecrated  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  man. 
It  has- received  the  endorsement  of  all  who  are  acquainted  with  its  work. 
The  friends  of  universal  education  are  cordially  invited  to  investigate  its 
plans  and  operations,  and  to  co-operate  with  its  officers  in  conferring  on 
those  who  so  much  need  and  prize  this  boon — the  benefits  of  a  liberal  and. 
Christian  culture.” 
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In  your  letter  you  state  : 

“Lincoln  University  lias  made  the  preparation  of  teachers  one  of  its  ob¬ 
jects  ever  since  its  foundation.  A  Normal  department  was  formally  organ¬ 
ized  in  1861.  On  this  ground  the  State  since  1867  has  made  appropria¬ 
tions  as  follows:  For  buildings,  &c.,  $12,500;  for  library  and  apparatus, 
$6,467,  and  in  aid  of  students,  $6,274  92,  amounting  altogetherto  $25,24192. 
The  continuation  of  these  appropriations  was  found  to  be  contrary  to  cer¬ 
tain  provisions  in  the  new  Constitution,  and  hence  the  effort  the  institution 
is  making  to  be  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school.” 

The  Legislature,  at  its  last  session,  passed  the  following  act,  viz  : 

“AN  ACT 

To  recognize  Lincoln  University,  located  in  Chester  county,  as  an  additional  State 

Normal  school. 

“Section  1.  Be  it  enacted ,  etc.,  That  in  addition  to  the  twelve  Normal  schools  al¬ 
ready  established  bylaw,  Lincoln  University,  located  in  Chester  county,  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  additional  Normal  school. 

“Section  2.  Whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 
and  of  a  committee  of  inspection  appointed  as  under  the  act  of  Assembly,  approved 
May  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  a  school  applying  to  be  recognized 
as  a  Normal  school  under  this  act  shall  come  sufficiently  up  to  the  requirements  of 
the  act  of  May  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  and  its  supplements,  in 
the  possession  of  buildings,  library,  apparatus  and  professors,  as  to  provide  for  the 
full  and  thorough  training  of  teachers  necessary  for  the  schools,  they  shall  certify  the 
same  to  the  department  of  common  schools,  then  such  school  shall,  upon  the  usual 
notice,  be  recognized  as  a  Normal  school,  subject  to  the  regulations  and  entitled  to 
the  benefits  and  privileges  of  other  Normal  schools  established  by  law. 

Under  which  act  the  following  application  was  made,  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  and  report  made,  viz  : 

Lincoln  University,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  ) 

June  17,  1874.  <j 

.Hon.  J.  P.  Wickersham, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schools : 

Sir: — The  subscribers,  trustees  of  Lincoln  University,  in  the  township  of  Lower 
Oxford,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  respectfully  represent  that  we,  as  trustees,  as  afore¬ 
said,  in  association  with  a  number  of  citizens  of  this  State  exceeding  thirteen,  have 
erected  and  established  a  school  for  the  professional  training  of  young  men  and 
women  as  teachers  and  desire  to  have  the  same  inspected  by  a  committee  appointed 
under  the  “act  of  Assembly,”  approved  May  20,  1857,  with  the  design  of  having  the 
institution  recognized  as  a  State  Normal  school,  under  the  name  and  title  of  Lincoln 
University  and  State  Normal  School. 


NAMES  OF  TRUSTEES. 


JOHN  M.  DICKEY, 

P>.  B.  HOTOKIN, 

THOS.  M’CAULEY, 
CALVIN  M.  STEWART, 
N.  G.  PARKE, 

SAMUEL  DICKEY, 


ANDREW  B.  CROSS, 
ALEX.  WHILDIN, 

I.  S.  HELFENSTEIN, 
.1.  W.  DANA, 

J.  N.  RENDALL. 


REPORT : 


Lincoln  University,  Sept.  25,  1874. 

Whereas,  Lincoln  University  lias  made  formal  application  to  the  Department  of 
Common  Schools  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  examine  its  claims  to  be  re¬ 
cognized  as  an  additional  Normal  school,  according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  due  training  of  teachers  for  the  common  schools  of  the  State,  approved 
the  20th  day  of  May,  1857,  and  an  act  approved  the  11th  day  of  May,  1874: 

And  whereas ,  The  undersigned  being  duly  appointed  and  authorized  under  said 
nets,  have  personally  and  at  the  same  time,  on  the  25th  day  of  September,  1874,  visited 


IT 


rand  carefully  Inspected  said  school,  and  made  a  careful  examination  thereof,  we 
therefore  make  report :  That  Lincoln  University  comes  “sufficiently  up  to  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  act  of  May  20,  1857,  and  its  supplements  in  the  possession  of  build¬ 
ings,  library,  apparatus  and  professors  as  to  provide  for  the  full  and  thorough  train¬ 
ing  of  teachers  necessary  for  the  schools and  we  hereby  certify  the  same  to  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Common  Schools. 

,T.  M.  BROOMALL,  1 
HENRY  CARTER, 

R.  T.  CORNWELL, 

WM.  HOWARD  DAY, 
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Committtee. 


W  e  concur  in  the  above  report  . 

A.  A.  MEADER,  Superintendent  of  Chester  City. 
H.  F.  PIERCE,  Superintendent  of  Chester  Count}’. 
JOS.  K.  GOTWALS,  Superintend’t  of  Norristown. 
JAMES  W.  BAKER,  Sup’t  of  Delaware  County. 
HUGH  B.  EASTBURN,  Sup't  of  Bucks  County. 


The  Constitution  provides  as  follows  : 

Article  III.  Title,  “Legislation.”  “Section  IT.  Xo  appropriation  shall^ 
be  made  to  any  charitable  or  educational  institution  not  under  the  absolute 
control  of  the  Commonwealth,  other  than  Normal  schools  established  by  laic 
for  the  professional  training  of  teachers  for  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  ex¬ 
cept  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  House.” 

“Section  18.  Xo  appropriations,  exceptfor  pensions  or  gratuities  for  mili¬ 
tary  services,  shall  be  made  for  charitable,  educational  or  benevolent  pur¬ 
poses,  to  any  person  or  community,  nor  to  any  denominational  or  sectarian 
institution,  corporation  or  association .” 

Article  X.  Title,  “Education.”  “Section  2.  Xo  money  raised  for  the 
support  of  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  appropriated 
to  or  used  for  the  support  of  any  sectarian  school.” 

The  Lincoln  University  has  applied  for  recognition  as  a  “State  Normal 
school”  under  the  name  and  title  of  “Lincoln  University  and  State  Normal 
School.” 

The  title  of  the  act  provides  only  for  the  recognition  of  “Lincoln  Uni¬ 
versity,”  and  its  first  section  provides  that  “Lincoln  University  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  additional  Normal  school.” 

It  will  be  observed  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  extend  only  to 
“a  school  applying  to  be  recognized  as  a  Xormal  school  under  this  act” — - 
language  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  admit  any  school  applying  and 
being  admitted  “that  comes  up  sufficiently  to  the  requirements  of  the  act 
of  May  20th,  A.^D.  1857,  and  its  supplements.”  It  makes  no  mention  of 
the  Lincoln  University  and  raises  the  question  whether  it  applies  thereto. 

If  not,  it  is  inoperative,  as  any  attempt  to  extend  its  provisions  to  any 
other  school  institution  would  clearly  be  unconstitutional — in  direct  con¬ 
flict  with  the  constitutional  provision  that  “no  bill  except  general  appro¬ 
priation  bills,  shall  be  passed  containing  more  than  one  subject  which  shall 
be  clearly  expressed  in  its  title,”  and  all  proceedings  had  thereunder  void. 
No  educational  institution  other  than  the  “Lincoln  University”  can  claim 
or  seek  recognition  under  it. 
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This  construction  the  trustees,  by  their  application,  recognize  as  correct 
though  they,  perhaps,  question  it  in  their  letter.  The  trustees  in  their 
application  set  forth  that  as  trustees,  in  association  with  citizens  exceed¬ 
ing  thirteen,  they  “have  erected  and  established  a  school  for  the  professional 
training  of  young  men  and  women  as  teachers.”  What  authority,  in  law,, 
has  the  Lincoln  University  to  erect  or  participate  therein  a  school  for  the 
professional  training  of  young  men  and  women  as  teachers  ?  Its  act  of  in¬ 
corporation  restricts  its  powers  to  the  “education  of  colored  youth  of  the 
male  sex.7’ 

The  trustees  ask  for  recognition  “under  the  name  and  title  of  the  Lin¬ 
coln  University  and  State  Normal  School.  Tiie  act  must  be  construed  so 
.that,  if  possible,  all  its  provisions  may  be  operative.  The  Legislature 
having  in  view,  as  is  evident  from  the  title  of  the  act,  and  that  it  can  have 
no  other  application — the  sole  recognition  of  Lincoln  University  as  a 
Normal  school.  We  are  not  at  liberty  to  reject  the  second  section  with  its 
eminently  wise  and  proper  provisions  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  ability 
of  a  school  applying  for  recognition  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Normal  school  act  as  to  “buildings,  library,  apparatus  and  professors” — 
if  it  can  be  avoided. 

The  language  used  in  the  second  section  is,  “a  school  applying  to  be 
recognized  as  a  Normal  school  under  this  act.” 

I  have  shown  that  no  other  school  or  institution  but  the  Lincoln  Univer¬ 
sity  can  be  recognized  under  this  act.  If  the  term  university  instead  of 
school  had  been  used,  its  application  to  Lincoln  University  could  not  have 
been  questioned.  The  term  “school”  is  of  most  extensive  signification, 
without  giving  its  definition  as  defined  by  lexicographers,  it  embraces  any 
institution  of  learning,  sufficiently  comprehensive  to  include  a  university, 
and  I  am  of  opinion  it  should  in  this  act  be  so  construed  that  the  second 
section  applies  to  and  embraces  the  Lincoln  University,  and  the  language 
of  the  first  section  is  thereby  qualified. 

It  will  not  be  pretended,  I  assume,  that  the  Legislature  has  the  power  by 
a  declaratory  act  to  transform  our  colleges  and  universities  into  State  Nor¬ 
mal  schools.  These  institutions  have  vested  rights  which  the  State  cannot 
thus  impair  or  transfer  at  its  pleasure,  especial^  those  incorporated  prior 
to  the  amendment  made  to  the  Constitution  in  1857.  This  University  was 
incorporated  in  1854.  To  give  force  and  effect  to  such  an  act  would  require 
the  acceptance  of  its  provisions  by  the  institutions  named  therein. 

The  act  of  1864  is  to  be  construed  as  a  proposition  or  tender  of  recogni¬ 
tion,  and  if  the  University  omits  or  declines  to  accept  the  recognition  thus 
tendered,  or  is  not  authorized  so  to  do,  or  unable  to  comply  with  its  re¬ 
quirements,  the  act  is  inoperative. 
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The  trustees  made  application  to  be  recognized  ''under  the  name  and 
title  of  the  Lincoln  University  and  State  Normal  School. ”  The  committee 
appointed  pursuant  thereto  reported  as  to  "Lincoln  University,”  and  its 
ability  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Normal  school  act.  The 
act  provides  for  the  recognition  of  “  Lincoln  University,”  by  its  corporate 
name  and  by  no  other  name.  Its  trustees  have  no  authority  to  change  or 
add  to  its  corporate  name,  for  which  reason  alone,  if  none  other  existed, 
the  application  in  its  present  form  must  be  rejected.  But  there  are  other 
and  graver  objections  to  this  application. 

Lincoln  University  was  incorporated  as  a  denominational  or  sectarian 
"  institution  of  learning  for  the  scientific,  classical  and  theological  educa¬ 
tion  of  colored  youth  of  the  male  sex,”  and  as  such  organized.  Its  board 
of  trustees,  originally  appointed  by  the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle,  consists 
of  twenty-one  members,  elected  by  the  board  of  trustees  for  seven  years — 
a  self-perpetuating  body. 

It  possesses  property  valued  at^  $220,000  donated  to  it  to  promote  the 
objects  of  its  creation. 

Have  its  trustees  the  power,  in  law,  to  transform  it  into  a  State  Normal 
school  "for  the  professional  training-  of  young  men  and  women  as  teachers 
for  the  common  schools  of  the  [this]  State,”  and  subject  to  the  regulations 
established  by  law  for  the  government  of  Normal  schools  ;  or  the  authority 
to  devote  any  portion  of  its  property  thus  received  to  such  a  purpose  ? 

In  my  opinion  they  clearly  have  not.  This  property  was  donated  to, 
and  by  them  received,  for  the  object  which  the  Lincoln  University  was  in¬ 
corporated  to  promote,  and  for  which  object  alone  can  it  be  lawfully  appro¬ 
priated  or  used. 

Its  appropriation  or  use  otherwise  by  the  trustees,  the  courts,  upon  pro¬ 
per  application,  would  restrain. 

Does  the  act  of  May  14,  1874,  confer  upon  the  trustees  power  to  accept  of 
the  recognition  thereby  tendered  ? 

It  does  not.  This  University  is  an  eleemosynary,  and  as  far  as  respects 
its  property,  a  private  corporation.  Its  property  was  donated  to  it  for 
"  the  scientific,  classical  and  theological  education  of  colored  youth  of  the 
male  sex,”  under  certain  limitations  as  to  its  administration  and  govern¬ 
ment,  for  the  protection  and  expenditure  of  the  funds  thus  donated  ;  and, 
though  incorporated  by  this  State,  its  charity  is  not  restricted,  but  devoted 
to  the  education  of  colored  youth,  irrespective  of  from  whence  they  come. 
Of  its  present  students,  over  three-fourths  are  from  without  the  State,  em¬ 
bracing  quite  a  number  from  foreign  lands.  Its  trustees  (twenty-one)  clas¬ 
sified  and  elected  by  their  predecessors  for  seven  years,  and  a  portion  re¬ 
side  without  the  State.  Its  departments,  five — Collegiate,  Normal — prepar¬ 
atory  and  business — theological,  law  and  medical,  with  over  $100,000  of 
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endowments  for  professorships  and  scholarships,  with  authority  to  confer 
University  degrees.  Have  the  trustees  of  such  a  University  power  to  trans¬ 
form  it  into  a  Normal  school  “for  the  professional  training  of  teachers  for 
the  public  schools  of  the  State  as  established  by  law,”  and  recognized  by  the 
Constitution,  and  make  it  “subject  to  the  regulations  and  entitled  to  the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  other  Normal  schools  established  by  law,”  as 
provided  by  the  act  under  which  its  trustees  seek  its  recognition,  and  to 
such  a  purpose  transfer  its  property?  I  am  of  opinion  they  have  no  such 
power. 

It  may  be  objected  that  its  purpose  is  not  to  merge  its  corporate  powers 
and  property  into  a  State  Normal  school,  but  to  engraft  upon  its  present  cor¬ 
porate  powers  those  of  a  State  Normal  school.  The  Normal  school  system 
was  established  in  1857  and  substantially  exists  as  then  established.  It  is 
exclusive  and  admits  of  but  one  interpretation  that  the  buildings,  land  and 
property  of  a  Normal  school  are  to  be  devoted  solely  and  exclusively  “for 
the  due  training  of  teachers  for  the  common  schools  of  the  State”  as  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  said  act,  and  not  diverted  or  used  for  other  purposes.  When 
the  State  appropriates  to  her  Normal  schools,  it  is  for  the  promotion  of 
that  sole  object,  which  renders  it  indispensable  that  these  schools  should 
be  devoted  to  no  other  purpose — if  they  are,  her  funds  are  liable  to  be  mis¬ 
applied.  If  this  University  claims  and  desires  to  retain  and  exercise  its 
present  corporate  powers  and  the  right  to  supplement  the  same  with  “the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  Normal  schools  established  by  law.”  Is  it  not 
open  to  the  constitutional  objection  which  prohibits  the  Legislature  by  any 
special  or  local  law  from  “granting  to  any  corporation,  association  or  indi¬ 
viduals,  any  special  or  exclusive  privilege  or  immunity.  ”  This  act  is 
special,  confined  to  Lincoln  University  and  confers  a  “special  or  exclusive 
privilege”  thereto,  not  enjoyed  by  any  other  university  or  collegiate  in¬ 
stitution  of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  your  letter  you  state  that  the  University  desires  “to  retain  all  their 
university  powers  and  add  to  them  those  of  the  Normal  schools.”  The 
object  of  this,  doubtless,  is  to  “be  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  privileges  of 
other  Normal  schools” — the  annual  appropriation  made  thereto  by  the  Slate. 

This  corporation  is  a  unit.  Its  several  departments  are  all  but  parts  of 
nne  organization — one  bod^y.  An  increase  of  its  departments  cannot  affect 
this  unity  or  create  a  duality.  If  denominational  in  one  of  its  members,  it 
is  so  as  a  body.  It  is  the  theological  department  which  gives  tone  to  the  re¬ 
ligious  character  of  the  institution.  If  this  is  Presbyterian,  all  is  Presbyte¬ 
rian.  The  scientific,  classical  or  mathematical  departments  do  not  shape  the 
denominational  bias  of  a  university ;  air  infidel  might  correctly  teach  all  these. 
It  is  doubtless  true,  as  stated  on  behalf  of  the  University,  that  in  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  its  trustees  the  board  have  elected  gentlemen  representing  other- 
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denominations,  and  in  one  or  more  instances  gentlemen  representing  no 
sectarian  body  ;  yet  we  must  look  to  the  act  of  its  incorporation  and  the 
action  of  its  trustees  thereunder,  and  not  to  its  liberality  in  the  election  of 
its  trustees,  in  determining  whether  it  be  or  not  a  denominational  or  sec¬ 
tarian  institution.  In  the  act  of  1811  amending  its  charter,  before  cited,  it 
is  expressly  provided  that  “the  general  asssembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  United  States  shall  hold  a  veto  power  in  the  election  of  pro¬ 
lessors  in  the  theological  department,”  and  the  catalogue  of  Lincoln  Uni¬ 
versity  for  1873-4,  under  the  head  of  “Ecclesiastical  Relation,”  contains 
the  following  paragraph  :  “  By  its  charter  the  theological  department  of 
Lincoln  University  is  placed  under  the  care  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  in  accordance  with  the  general  plan  adopted  for  the 
supervision  of  theological  seminaries.  At  its  meeting  in  Chicago,  in  May,. 
1871,  the  general  assembly  accepted  the  oversight  of  the  theological  de¬ 
partment  of  Lincoln  University  as  provided  in  the  charter,  and  approved 
the  appointments  and  proceedings  of  the  board  of  trustees  as  reported  at 
that  time.  By  the  laws  of  Lincoln  University  any  action  of  the  board  of 
trustees  affecting  the  theological  department  is  reported  to  the  general  as¬ 
sembly,  and  the  faculty  of  theology  is  directed  annually  to  prepare  and  send 
to  the  general  assembly  a  report  of  their  work  in  instruction,  and  of  all 
matters  of  interest  respecting  the  theological  department.”  That  Lincoln 
University  is  a  “denominational  or  sectarian  institution,  corporation  or  as¬ 
sociation,”  within  the  letter  of  section  18,  article  3,  of  the  Constitution,  is 
so  patent  as  to  require  no  argument. 

That  a  direct  appropriation  thereto  by  the  Legislature  would  be  a  direct 
positive  violation  of  said  section  is  equally  clear.  The  law  will  not  permit 
the  indirect  doing  of  that  which  it  prohibits  from  being  directly  done. 
The  spirit  of  the  law  is  the  life  of  the  law.  The  Legislature  is  powerless 
to  declare  a  “denominational  or  sectarian  corporation,  association  or  insti¬ 
tution,”  a  Normal  school,  or  provide  for  its  being  so  recognized,  and  there¬ 
by  confer  upon  it,  whilst  it  retains  and  exercises  its  original  privileges, 
authority  to  demand  or  receive  moneys  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Nor¬ 
mal  schools.  Such  an  attempt  would  be  a  clear,  palpable  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  officers  upon  whom  the  duty  to  distribute  such  ap¬ 
propriation  may  devolve  would  be  justified  in  disregarding  the  same  and 
in  rejecting  any  claim  thereunder. 

If  such  a  clear  evasion  of  the  Constitution  both  in  its  letter  and  its  spirit 
is  permitted,  what  security  is  there  for  the  observance  of  any  of  its  provi¬ 
sions  ?  It  contains  none  clearer  than  the  prohibition  of  the  use  of  public 
moneys  to  denominational  or  sectarian  purposes,  either  by  way  of  appro¬ 
priation  by  the  Legislature  or  by  the  application  of  moneys  raised  for 
school  purposes  to  sectarian  schools,  and  its  rigid  impartial  enforcement  is 
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not  only  demanded  by  the  Constitution  but  will  commend  itself  to  every 
denominational  or  sectarian  organization  of  intelligent  and  impartial  men. 
We  have  in  this  State  nineteen  denominational  or  sectarian  colleges  and 
universities  that  might  demand  and  under  impartial  laws  be  entitled  to 
receive  recognition  and  State  aid  if  it  is  extended  to  Lincoln  University. 
That  which  is  conferred  upon  a  college  or  university  of  one  denomination 
cannot  in  justice  be  refused  to  similar  institutions  of  other  denominations. 
The  Constitution  places  all  these  institutions  upon  an  equality  which  can 
only  be  preserved  by  strictly  adhering  to  its  provisions  in  letter  and  in 
spirit.  It  is  true  the  trustees  of  Lincoln  University  in  their  letter  propose, 
if  recognized,  to  apply  to  the  court  to  amend  its  charter  in  respect  to  the 
election  of  trustees,  so  as  to  comply  with  Normal  school  laws. 

This  would  remove  one  objection.  That  as  now  constituted,  the  board 
is.  a  self-perpetuating  body,  and  the  State  unrepresented  therein,  but  does 
not  avoid  the  other  objections  herein  suggested  The  object  sought  by  the 
incorporation  of  Lincoln  University — “the  scientific,  classical  and  theolog¬ 
ical  education  of  colored  youth  of  the  male  sex’’ — -whilst  it  may  conflict 
with  the  “Civil  Rights  Bill'’  now  pending  before  Congress — is  one  that 
should  commend  the  institution  to  the  sympathy  and  generous  support  of 
every  intelligent  liberal-hearted  man.  Its  last  report  shows  that  it  had  stu¬ 
dents  from  nineteen  States  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  several  from  foreign 
lands,  including  thirteen  from  Liberia,  and  we  may  hope  the  day  is  near 
when  every  State  of  the  Union  will  be  represented  within  its  halls  and 
profit  by  its  teachings. 

As  before  remarked,  the  Normal  schools  of  this  Commonwealth  as  now 
established  by  law,  are  open  to  all,  there  is  no  discrimination  as  to  color 
or  sex.  In  some  colored  pupils  are  to  be  found,  in  all  they  have  a  right  to 
enter.  If  reasons  exist  whereby  they  cannot  profit  by  the  advantages 
therein  provided,  and  would  derive  greater  benefits  in  a  school  organized 
for  their  exclusive  use  and  desire  such  a  school,  I  am  confident  the  people 
of  this  Commonwealth,  through  their  representatives,  would  promptly  pro¬ 
vide  it — one  that  would  harmonize  in  spirit  with  our  Normal  school  system 
and  require  no  evasion  of  the  Constitution  for  and  from  the  State. 

In  closing  this  opinion,  I  feel  it  proper  to  recognize  the  obligations  I  am 
under  to  you  for  the  facts  and  suggestions  contained  in  your  letter. 

With  high  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAM’L  E.  DIMMICK, 

Attorney  General. 
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FINAL  DECISION. 


John  M.  Dickey,  D.  D., 


School  Department,  I 
Harrisburg,  Nov.  10,  1814.  \ 


President  Board  of  Trustees  of  Lincoln  University : 


Dear  Sir  : — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  At¬ 
torney  General,  in  the  matter  of  the  recognition  of  Lincoln  University  as  a 
State  Normal  school.  Under  it  I  am  compelled  to  decline  to  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  inspection,  and  to  publish  the  ''"usual  notice” 
proclaiming  the  University  a  Normal  school.  Hoping  that  some  open  way 
may  still  be  found  through  which  the  State  may  be  able  to  continue  its  ap¬ 
propriations  to  the  University, 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

J.  P.  WICKERSHAM, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schools . 


